Eleven cases of infectious arthritis occurring in patients with rheumatoid arthritis are
Patients with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) are especially susceptible to bacterial infection, and joint infection is a well recognised complication, often causing death, which might be related to a delay in diagnosis and treatment. ' In 1958, Keligren et a19 first reported the association of septic and rheumatoid arthritis in 12 patients. Since then, over 400 cases have been reported,2 and the occurrence of septic arthritis in patients with RA ranges' from 0 3 to 3%. The mechanisms causing the increased vulnerability to infection reported in patients with RA have not been identified, but skin defects, glucocorticoid treatment, previous articular damage, and primary defect of the immune system have been considered.' 8 10 Staphylococcus aureus has been the causative organism in 75% of reported cases,'-7 but streptococci, 1 2 Gram negative bacilli,'3 bacteroides species, fungi, and mycobacteria'4 15 have also been isolated. 
